The histopathological picture of the liver of hamsters experimentally infected with Leishmania D. infantum on top of Schistosoma mansoni infection.
No doubt, double and triple infection in a patient is not an uncommon phenomenon in the Old World. Consequently, the histopathological picture of the liver of Syrian golden hamsters experimentally infected with Leishmania. d. infantum on top of pre-infection with S. mansoni was studied. The results showed that the liver was markedly affected by the concomitant infection than infection with either parasite alone. The superadded Leishmania infection caused the early appearance of cell necrosis and fatty changes. The schistosomal granulomas were rounded in shape and well circumscribed. However, they were smaller in size and less in number when compared with schistosomal control. Also, there was a comparative decrease in the number of their cellular constitutions but without changing in the cell types. The schistosomal granulomas were surrounded with a rim of amastigotes laden macrophages. On the other hand, the leishmanial granulomas, were irregular in shape but comparatively increased in size and in number on the behalf of the schistosomal granulomas. Their cellular constitutions comparatively increased as well. So, it is concluded that the L.d. infantum infection on the top of S. mansoni infection suppressed the schistosomal pathological picture in the liver of hamsters.